Historic water agreement just the beginning

M Tough task: The foundation fora
solution is laid, but the war could resume.

BY SCOTT THURK

Mereury Nowa Bistl Wallee
SACRAMENTO ~ For all of Its

Importance, Thuraday's historle

plan to better protect the Sacra-

mento-San Joaquin Hiver Delta is

more a beglnning than an end.

In the short run, thousands of
farmers and 20 militon Callfor-
nians who rely on delta water
have to (Igure out how to share
the pain of improving conditlons
for {ish and wildlife,

But in the Jong run, govern-

ment officlals, environmentallsts
and waler users {ace evenh more
difficult cholces In balancing en-
vironmental needs with growing
demand for water,

If the suthors of Thursday's
sccord can strengthen thelr new-
found mutual trust, they can

shatter polltical gridlock and pro-.

mote the constnuction of Califor-

nin's flrst new cananls and reser-

volrs In about 20 years. If they
can't, the water wars, lawsulls
and nsme-calling will resume,

“This Is not the solution ta the
delta’s problems,” ssld Steve
112}, executlve director of the As-
sociation of Csllfornis Water
Agencles and a key negotlator,
“This Is the foundatlon on whilch
= solutfon can be bulit.”
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The Californla waler accord:

ter users willing to soll.

Sowrce: Assoclated Prass

WHAT THE PACT DOES

M Centers on water ciuull standards for San Francisco Bay and the
Sacramento-San Joaquln River Dalla, More lresh waler will be allowe
‘o low through Ihe delia, halding down saltwater Inirusion,

"M Provides mora reliable supplles for cllles and larms,
will get somewhat less water, If more water Is noade
gered spacles, it will be purchased by the faderal gavernment from wa-

% Maons fadorol and state officlats will jolntly make anvlfonmenlnl decl-
slons In the dolta, with the ovorall ecalogy In mind,

M Provides for closor coordination of tho faderal and state watorworks
that divert water from the dolla.

M Calls for greater environmental protectlons, such as tnstailation of fish
screens on waler diversion plpes afong the Sacramento and San Joa-
quin rvers, without Increasing the cosls of water. .
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Parties must build on hlstorlc

m WATER
Jfrom Page 14

That anfution — expected to be
developed. over the next three
years — might require even more
extraordinary measures (o help
the delta's 120 specles of wildlife,
many of which have been rave
nged by decades of dlverting wa-
ter away from San Francisco Bay
to farms and clties.

Two specles of fIsh — the win-
ter-run Chinook salmon on the
Sncramento River and the delta
simelt — are listed ns endangered.
Federat wildlife officlals Thurs-
day postponcd designating as
threatened a third specles — the
Sncramento split-tail flsh — and
some blologlsts think up to a doz-
en additional specles may merit
special protection. Environmen-
tallsts also plan to scek additional
water for the San Joaquin River,
which has been veduced to little
more than a trickle for much of
the yuear.

But having agreed Thursday to

cede as much as 30 percent of
thelr water supplies In very dry
years, farmers and citles have
their own deas for fixing the del-
. One notion lncludes withdrnw-

ing more water fromn Callfornia
rivers with new dowmns and coanals,
Such projects have been tabioo
for aboul two decadea as cuviron-
mentallsta prevented construce
tion of new plumbing projects un-
til ccologlcal conditions fm-
proved. Now, there’s a plan to
help fish and wildlife. And.Inthe
glow of that agrecment, no one
wonld rule out anything.
“Everything Is on the table
when we start those discusslons”
over a long-range deita plan, sald
Wayne White, head of the US.
Fish and Wildiife Service’s Sacra-
mento offlce. .
Everything? Including new
dams and canals? ** Absolutely.
... Facilities are on the table,"
echoed Barry Nelson of the Save
San Franclsco Bay Association.
White eyen floated the two
most emotlonally charged words
In California water politics — Pe-
ripheral Cannl — in discussing
waya that (Ish could be helped by
relocating the huge pumps that
suck water out of the delta. An-
other project likely to resurface Is
a large reservolir near Los Dailos,
which would hold water taken
from the deita In very wet ycars,
wlien it presumably would not be

missed. -
Despite the challenges ahend,

tt's difflcalt to overstate Thurs-

day’s achlevement. Gov. Pete Wil
aon shared a very crowded pudl-
um In the state Capitol with fre-
quent nemesis Interlor Sccretary
Bruce Babbitt and Environmental
Protection Agency head Carol
Browner. Equally as stunning,
representatives of Central Valley
farmers stood beslde Los Angeles’
water czar and environmentalists
who had sued them both.

Wilson nt one point compared
the gatherlng to'the Isracli-Pales-
tinlan pence accord, sand as re-
cently as a year ago, such s bLroad
agreement on the delta seemed
even more uniikely.

“] would say It's astonishing,”
sald Felicia Marcus, head of the
EPA’s San Franclsco office.

The dellcately crafted compro-

mise Is simllar to other, discarded
defta-protection plana. Its biggest
bmpact will be to limit the t

water pact

cepted a more flexible regime In
which pumping from the delta
wlill be adjusted monthly, rather
than once a year, ’

Sccond, they were willing to al-
low more waler to be diverted In
normal and wet years, in ex-
change for even tougher pumplng
Hhnlts In dry years. Fish and wild-
life suffeved acutely In the early
yeats of the recent drought, when
large-scale pumplng continued
even as the amount of water mov-
Ing through the delta declined.

Third, federal officlals sgreed
that they would not impose stricte
er pumping limits in the next
three years, even If additional
{ish are added to the endangered-
specles list, .

“Paslcally, what we're saying
is a deal’s a deal,” Babbitt sald.
sWe've made a deal, and If It
turns out there are additiona) re-
quirements of any kind, it'll beup
to the Unlted States and the fed-
eral les to find the water."

of water that can be pumped out
of the delta in spring, when fish
are consldercd particularly vul-
nerable.

This plan succecded where oth-
ers foiled for three key reasons:
First, federal wildilfe officlals ac-

That gave farmers and cliles
the assurance they needed to ac-
cept large cuts In water dellver-
fes. In the southern San Joaquin
Valley, where the agreement will
have its blggest blte, farmers
could luse up to 76 percent of

thelr water In dry years. In urban
sreas, the hinpact should be far
Jess severe — about 26 percent
reductions under the worst clr-
cumstances.

Agrecment on each of these
polnts, participants sald, secined
to create an atmosphere of trust
that led to additional agreements.
Ultimately, that produced Thurs-
day's historlc agreement.

“It Just kept getting bigger,”
sald Marcus, the EPA officlal.
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